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Doszpot calls for Olympic Games Anniversary celebrations

Liberal Party candidate for Brindabella, Steve Doszpot believes that Canberra should recognise the contribution of the Olympic Volunteers through a celebration of the first anniversary of the staging of Olympic Football in Canberra.

Mr Doszpot, who was the Event Director of the highly successful Olympic Football tournament, said that Canberra's Olympic Football experience had left the city with a wonderful legacy.

The Sydney 2000 Olympic Games “The Best Games Ever”  set records on the sporting field and also behind the scenes. It was the most-watched event ever; a cumulative world-wide television audience of over 25 Billion tuned into the Sydney 2000 Games. In Canberra we saw over 106,000 spectators turn up at Bruce Stadium over 6 Olympic Competition football matches, while exposure on world wide television through the Football events at the Bruce Stadium was estimated in excess of 400 million viewers.

One of the most enduring benefits from the Games is the way it galvanised the whole Canberra community and instilled into each of us a great sense of pride and achievement. We had the opportunity to showcase Canberra to the world like never before. 

"We witnessed a feast of world standard football that thrilled the Canberra public. While the  venue and the staging of the events received high praise from FIFA and the Olympic organising committee.

"However, for me one of the most memorable features of our involvement, was the amazing contribution that our Canberra volunteers made to the events. Their enthusiasm and energy was unbelievable and greatly impressed the athletes, and all our international visitors, as well as all Canberrans. “ Mr Doszpot said. The Liberal Party candidate said that volunteering was very much part of our cultural identity in Canberra, spurred on by the Olympics.

"I am constantly running into local people who volunteered for the Olympics. They all still speak glowingly of their experience. Many were so inspired by the Olympics they have continued to volunteer their time and services to other community and sporting groups.

"With the first anniversary of Canberra's involvement in the Olympics to be held on the 13th September I believe it would be most fitting if our city did something to celebrate the anniversary.

"I plan to contact the Chief Minister to obtain his and the Government's support for a celebration that will symbolise the great legacy of Canberra's Olympic experience." Mr Doszpot said. 
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