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Doszpot won’t support illicit drug liberalisation!

Canberra Liberals candidate for Brindabella, Steve Doszpot said today that while he supported a referendum on shooting galleries/heroin trials he certainly didn’t support the liberalisation of illicit drugs.

 Mr Doszpot said he would continue to strongly support a strategy of harm prevention and demand reduction.

“The first thing we must do is accept that the use of illicit drugs is a Public Health issue. 

“We must also not only focus on treating the consequences of drug use. More importantly we must promote the prevention of use, the reduction of demand and early intervention for those using illicit drugs. 

“We can do this through drug education programs and by promoting disincentives and sanctions. We promote disincentives in all walks of life so why not in illicit drug control.

“As a community we must get tough on illegal drugs use but at the same time ensure that addicts are treated with dignity and do not feel abandoned.

“I am certainly not prepared to raise the ‘white flag’ in regards to the drug war. Illicit drug strategies in Sweden and England have successfully reduced illicit drug addiction and we can do the same in Canberra without going soft! 

“I see the liberalisation of illicit drugs as a complete cop-out to our children.” Mr Doszpot said.
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